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INTRODUCTION

Education is a fundamental aspect that lasts throughout human life, from birth to death. This
process is not limited to formal institutions such as schools, but also occurs at home and in society.
In Law Number 20 of 2003 concerning the National Education System, education is defined as a
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conscious and planned effort to create a conducive learning atmosphere for students to develop
their potential (Qomarrullah, 2024). This definition emphasizes the importance of involving the
surrounding environment in supporting learning, including creating a curriculum that is relevant to
local needs. With an inclusive approach, the community can contribute significantly to encouraging
the effectiveness and relevance of basic education.

Basic education plays an important role in forming the foundation of character, basic skills, and
knowledge of students. The quality of education at this level determines success at higher levels of
education and contributes to the development of superior human resources. Research shows that
the involvement of indigenous communities in social-environment-based education can increase
the relevance of the curriculum (Qomarrullah, 2024). Teachers as the main actors in education are
expected to be able to adapt to the challenges of the times, including mastery of technology and
innovation in teaching methods (Mulianti et al., 2023; Yuliza et al., 2023). This transformation is key
to creating a dynamic and effective learning process.

In response to this challenge, the Kampus Mengajar program was launched by the Ministry of
Education, Culture, Research, and Technology as part of the Merdeka Belajar Kampus Merdeka
(MBKM) policy (Alfarizi et al., 2024). This program aims to involve students in teaching assistance
in elementary schools, especially in 3T areas. Students play a role in strengthening literacy,
numeracy, and introducing project-based and experiential learning approaches (Alfarizi et al., 2024;
Laia et al., 2024). Through this collaboration, students not only make direct contributions to schools
but also gain real experience in the world of education.

Although research shows the positive impact of these programs, many have not explicitly
linked the practice to a strong theoretical framework. Approaches such as community-based and
experiential learning provide a foundation that can support deeper and more systematic
understanding (Hasan et al., 2023; Hayati, 2020). Previous research has shown that experiential
learning methods can improve students' skills compared to traditional methods (Silalahi & Sahara,
2022). This shows the importance of integrating theory into practice to achieve optimal results.

Community-based learning emphasizes collaboration between educational institutions and
communities in solving real problems. According to Kolb, experiential education includes processes
of reflection, conceptualization, and active experimentation that are relevant to students'
involvement in their communities. In addition, service-based learning combines academic learning
with community service, which not only improves learning outcomes but also students' social
awareness and leadership (Asgari et al., 2021; Karjo & Andreani, 2023). Through this combination
of approaches, the Kampus Mengajar program can be seen as a transformative pedagogical practice
in higher education.

The effectiveness of the Kampus Mengajar program has become increasingly important after
the COVID-19 pandemic, considering that online learning has limitations, such as uneven internet
access, lack of teacher innovation, and inadequate technological infrastructure (Anam et al., 2024;
Rapanta et al., 2021). This program is presented as an emergency learning solution as well as an
effort to strengthen the foundation of education through student involvement in the school
community. The challenges faced, such as differences in organizational culture between campuses
and schools and limited facilities, require an adaptive and innovative approach (Sutisno et al., 2023).

This study highlights the implementation of the Kampus Mengajar Program at SDN Siman as a
case study to evaluate its effectiveness in improving the quality of basic education. The focus of the
study includes how students act as companions in learning, help overcome the technology gap, and
build synergy between the academic community and basic education (Auh & Kim, 2024; Plessis et
al., 2022). With solutions such as cross-sector collaboration and intensive training for teachers, this
program can be a model for inclusive and sustainable educational transformation.
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RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

This study uses a qualitative descriptive method that aims to describe in depth the
implementation and impact of the Kampus Mengajar Program at SD Negeri Siman, Lamongan, East
Java. This study was conducted for four months, starting from March to June 2024. The subjects of
the study included Kampus Mengajar students of the seventh batch, teachers involved in the
program, students who participated in teaching and learning activities, parents, and community
leaders around the school. The selection of participants was carried out purposively, namely by
selecting those who had direct involvement in the Kampus Mengajar program.

The data in this study were collected through three main techniques. First, observations were
conducted during teaching and learning activities to record activities and interactions in the
classroom. Second, interviews were conducted with teachers, students, pupils, and parents to
explore their opinions and experiences related to this program. Third, documentation in the form
of photos of activities, diaries, and other supporting documents were collected to complete the
data. The collected data were then analyzed using the Miles and Huberman technique, which
includes data reduction (filtering relevant data), data presentation (arranging data in narrative or
table form), and drawing conclusions (determining patterns or meanings from the data obtained).

To ensure the validity of the data, this study used triangulation, which is comparing data from
various sources, such as teachers, students, and college students. In addition, member checking
was also carried out, which is reconfirming the interview data with the source to ensure the
accuracy of the information. This study also pays attention to ethical principles, such as obtaining
official permission from the school, asking for voluntary participant consent, and maintaining the
confidentiality of the research participants' identities.

Table 1. List of International KKN Students

Name Venue Location
Mochammad Tagiyyuddin Siman State Elementary School Lamongan, Indonesian
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Figure 1. Inaguration of the start o

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Results

The Campus Teaching Program Batch 7 at SDN Siman showed a significant positive impact on
improving the quality of education, both for students, teachers, and the school community as a
whole. SDN Siman teacher, Mrs. S., appreciated the presence of students who brought interactive
learning methods. "Students who were involved not only helped the teaching and learning process,
but also brought fresh new ideas. They introduced interactive learning methods that made students
more enthusiastic about learning," explained Mrs. S. This positive influence was reflected in
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students who felt more comfortable asking questions and were more motivated in learning,
especially in mathematics and Indonesian subjects.

Similar opinions were also expressed by students. A., a 5th grader, said that learning becomes
more fun with a game-based approach. "When studying with them, we often play games that are
related to the lesson. So, it's not boring," he said. This approach not only improves students'
understanding, but also eliminates their fear of lessons that are considered difficult, such as
mathematics. This strengthens the finding that experiential learning methods are effective in
increasing student engagement.

The impact of the program was also felt by the parents of students. Mrs. R., A.'s parent, stated,
"I see my child, A., becoming more enthusiastic about studying. Previously, he was often lazy when
studying at home, but now he likes to tell stories about fun activities he does at school." In addition,
her child's reading and arithmetic skills also showed significant improvements, which were in line
with the increase in literacy scores from 61 to 73 (+12 points) and numeracy from 58 to 68 (+10
points) during the four months of the program.

On the other hand, students involved in this program also gain valuable experience. D., one of
the participants, said that one of the most memorable moments for him was helping students who
initially had difficulty reading. "It felt amazing, like there was a happiness in itself," he said. Despite
being faced with limited facilities, students were able to show creativity by utilizing simple materials
to support the teaching and learning process.

From a community perspective, a local community leader, Mr. S., emphasized that the
program provides real benefits for children and the community. He hopes that the program can
continue and cover more schools in the future. "Collaboration between students and the community
needs to be continuously improved to advance education in areas like ours," he added.

Overall, the program has not only succeeded in improving students’ literacy, numeracy, and
motivation to learn, but also encouraged learning innovation for teachers and strengthened
collaboration between schools and communities. However, challenges such as poor internet
connectivity and program diversity need further attention. Recommendations to address these
obstacles include providing offline modules and contextual training for teachers to ensure the
sustainability of the program’s positive impact.

Discussion

Discussion of the Implementation of the Campus Teaching Program Batch 7 at SDN Siman has
made a significant contribution to improving the quality of education, both from the aspects of
students, teachers, and the school community. From the student's perspective, the experiential
learning approach implemented by students has succeeded in increasing engagement and
motivation to learn. Approaches such as educational games and interactive methods not only make
the teaching and learning process fun, but also improve students' understanding of difficult
materials, such as mathematics and Indonesian (Fatonah et al., 2023; Nura, 2023; Shabrina, 2022).
This is in line with the theory of experiential learning which emphasizes the importance of learning
through direct activities, where concrete experiences are the basis for the formation of knowledge
(Suwanti et al., 2022).

Teachers involved in the program also benefit from the transfer of knowledge regarding
innovative learning methods and the use of technology in teaching. The increasing competence of
teachers in creating and using digital learning materials shows that the program has succeeded in
driving pedagogical transformation at the elementary school level (Andriyani et al., 2023; Liana &
Wardana, 2022). In addition, collaboration between students and teachers provides space for
continuous professional development, encouraging teachers to adopt more productive and
engaging learning methods.

The school community, including parents and community leaders, also felt the positive impact
of the program. Improvements in students' literacy and numeracy skills were recognized by parents,
who also noted changes in children's attitudes toward learning at home. Community leaders
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highlighted the importance of the program's sustainability as an effort to support education in areas
with limited facilities (Bangun et al., 2022; Lindawati, 2022; Shabrina, 2022). However, the
implementation of the program is not without challenges. Obstacles such as poor internet
connectivity hinder the optimal implementation of technology-based learning and require
adaptation to overcome this problem (Siallagan et al., 2023; Tambunsaribu, 2023). In addition, the
diversity of programs running simultaneously can divide the focus of teachers and students, so a
more systematic evaluation of these programs is needed (Muliantara & Suarni, 2022).

Suggested solutions include the development of offline modules for areas with limited internet
access, as well as the use of an impact matrix to filter the programs that are most relevant and
needed by schools (Mustika et al., 2023; Wildani & Isnaini, 2022). The Kampus Mengajar program
at SDN Siman has shown that the integration of service-based and experiential learning can have a
transformative impact on basic education. With improvements in facilities, teacher training, and
program coordination, this program has the potential to become a national model in supporting
the equitable distribution of quality education in Indonesia, in line with the Merdeka Belajar-
Kampus Merdeka policy initiated by the Ministry of Education and Culture (Bangun et al., 2022;
Tambunsaribu, 2023; Wea et al., 2024).
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Figure 2. Implementation of KM 7 Activities

CONCLUSION

The Campus Teaching Program Batch 7 at SDN Siman has successfully demonstrated significant
positive impacts in various aspects of basic education. Students experienced increased literacy and
numeracy, reflecting the effectiveness of experiential learning methods. Teachers also benefited
from the transfer of knowledge regarding innovative teaching methods, including the use of
technology to support learning. In addition, collaboration between students, teachers, and the
community has succeeded in strengthening educational synergy in the area.

However, several obstacles are still found, such as limited internet connectivity and the
diversity of programs that disrupt the focus of implementation. Strategic solutions, such as the
development of offline modules and intensive training for teachers, are needed to overcome these
obstacles. With the right approach, this program can become a national model in supporting the
equal distribution of quality education in Indonesia, especially in areas with limited resources.
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